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Outline

• Welcome
• Overview of Yucca Mountain Site Characterization 

Project
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Welcome to Las VegasWelcome to Las Vegas
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Nuclear Waste Policy Act
• 1982 - Congress established the Nuclear 

Waste Policy Act (NWPA) for the 
disposition of high-level radioactive waste 
and commercial spent nuclear fuel

• 1987 - NWPA as amended eliminated all 
sites but Yucca Mountain to be 
characterized for a potential repository

–Requires a final environmental impact statement    
(EIS) to accompany a site recommendation 
–Requires Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to 
adopt, to the extent practicable, the EIS

• 1997 - Congress directed the Department of 
Energy (DOE) in the Energy and Water 
Development Appropriations Act to prepare 
a report assessing feasibility of developing 
a repository at Yucca Mountain

•NWPA
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Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste 
Management Mission

Implement Federal policy for permanent 
disposal of high-level radioactive waste and 
spent nuclear fuel to protect public health 

and the environment
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The Scientific Program Provides a Base to 
Support a National Decision

One of the most intensive scientific programs in the world 
continues to be conducted at Yucca Mountain

One of the most intensive scientific programs in the world 
continues to be conducted at Yucca Mountain

Studying analoguesConducting surface-
based testing

Conducting laboratory 
tests

Directly characterizing 
the repository block
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Repository Milestones

*Pending Congressional Action consistent with NWPA

*

* * * *
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Summary

• DOE has met a major milestone toward addressing a 
societal issue and its overall mission 

• DOE remains committed to the safe disposal of high-
level radioactive waste and spent nuclear fuel
– We are proceeding toward waste acceptance in 2010

• Upon the recommendation of the Secretary, 
President Bush has submitted his recommendation 
to Congress for approval to submit a license 
application
– We await further actions in Congress regarding site 

designation
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Lessons Learned on the Yucca Mountain 
Site Characterization Project

• Transitioning from Site Characterization to Licensing 
Phase

• Increasing Safety Culture
– Active self assessments and lessons learned programs

• Next speaker:
– April Gil, Team Lead, Regulatory Interactions and Policy 

Development, Office of Licensing and Regulatory 
Compliance


